
Al Gerwing, a native of Lake Lenore, became a monk 
at St. Peter’s Abbey in 1962. For many years he was a driving 
force initiating and implementing music programs through St. 
Peter’s College and he became well known throughout St. 
Peter’s Abbacy as Brother Thomas, or just Bro. T.

In 1966 he directed The Sound of Music for the first 
time at the college. He recognized the musical talent and 
interest in the area and the need to build and develop it even 
more. 

In 1967 he decided to start an adult district mixed 
chorus. In his persuasive manner, he recruited 61 singers 
from the surrounding towns of Humboldt, Muenster, Lake 
Lenore, Watson, Pilger, Carmel, Annaheim and Burr. And so St. Peter’s Adult 
Chorus was born. Rehearsals were only twice a month on Monday evenings 
throughout the fall and winter to prepare for the first concert in May of 1968.

He needed a piano accompanist so he called on his 
niece, Norma Berscheid of Lake Lenore who was living at 
Watson at the time. He decided the chorus would sing the 18 
Liebeslieder Waltzes but they require four hands on the piano, 

so he recruited Jack Nieman of 
Englefeld who was attending St. Peter’s 
College. Another college student, Henri 
Loiselle was the first soloist. That first 
concert must have been quite a 
challenge. It was a mix of classical and 
folk songs sung in German, English, 
French and Hebrew.

Bro. Thomas’s ambition grew and 
he began building a larger music 
program putting together a string 
orchestra, teaching music and band in 
the schools. He called on Sister Grace 

Michels to direct the chorus for the November 1970 concert in 
which he sang. Sister Grace was an Ursuline sister from the 
convent in Bruno.

By 1972 he had developed a full concert orchestra 
and brought in René Charrier from Saskatoon to direct it.

In November 1973 Bro. Thomas directed The Sound of 
Music once again, involving a lot of local talent and people 
from all over the province.

In April, 1977, Dennis Schaefer shared directing duties 
with Brother Thomas. Dennis was the music supervisor for the 
Humboldt School Unit. Gregory Schulte took over as 

accompanist from Norma (Berscheid) 
Weber who had accompanied from the 
beginning. In the fall of that year Brother 
Thomas handed the reins to Dennis who 
took over as sole director of St. Peter’s 
Adult Chorus. That year, also, St. Peter’s 
Concert Society was formed to qualify for grant assistance 
and provide tax receipts to donors. It included St. Peter’s Adult 
Chorus and St. Peter’s Orchestra.

In February, 1978, Bro. T. brought 
H.M.S. Pinafore to the college stage 
involving many of the chorus members, 
including Dennis. In May of that year 

Dennis directed the chorus at a Jubilee Concert to help 
celebrate St. Peter’s Colony’s 75th birthday.

One year later, Brother Thomas directed and acted in 
The Music Man at the college gym once again involving many 
chorus members. In the fall of 1979, Janice Fouhse took over 
from Greg Schulte as accompanist for the chorus.

In April, 1981, Dennis decided to 
shorten the name of the chorus to 
simply St. Peter’s Chorus. Around this 
time Dennis had organized a smaller 
group of chorus members into the St. 
Peter’s Chamber Singers and they went 
on tour across Saskatchewan. 

In 1984 while the Chamber Singers 
were on a European tour, Maxine 
Oucharek directed St. Peter’s Chorus 
and Sister Zita Maier accompanied.
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In the fall of 1985 and the spring of 1986 Elaine Schaefer 
directed the chorus and Janice Fouhse accompanied once 
again.

The Schaefers moved to Regina, Maxine Oucharek 
married to become Maxine Moore and in the 
fall of 1986 she directed the chorus again. 
In the spring of 1987, while Maxine was 

busy having their first child, Bob Howey 
directed the chorus. He was a newly hired 
band teacher at the Humboldt Collegiate.
Maxine was back to direct in the fall of 

1987 and the spring of 1988. Lynette 
Sawatsky took over as accompanist.

Maxine took time off to have another 
baby so in the fall of 1988 Frank Dorsch 
directed the chorus.
In the spring of 1990, Denise Germain 

replaced Janice on the piano. Denise has 
been accompanying the chorus since then. 
In the fall of 1990 Coreen Smith replaced 

Frank as director of the chorus.
In the fall of 1992, Maxine replaced 

Coreen as director of the chorus. Denise 
continued as accompanist and both of these 
talented ladies have been with the chorus to 
the present day!
In 1996, Al Gerwing, who had left the 

monastery some time before, directed The 
Sound of Music once again, this time it was 
shown in Humboldt’s Sutherland Theatre.

In 1997 Maxine was acting in the musical 
Oliver, directed by Norman Duerr, but she 
also conducted the chorus weekly. That year the women’s 
chorus won an award at the Sask. Music Festival provincial 
finals. This was one of the many awards that the chorus has 
won over the years at music festivals.

In April 1998, the chorus celebrated its 30th anniversary. Loretta Schugmann 
received an award for being a member of the chorus since the beginning. In April 

2 0 0 7 , t h e c h o r u s 
ce leb ra ted i t s 40 th 
anniversary and Al , 
Maxine and Dennis were 
there to cut the cake.

W e w e r e 
privileged to have Al 
Gerwing singing with us 
in April 2007, but this 
would be for the last 
time. Sadly, he passed 
away that November. 

He was a huge influence on music in this area and he is greatly missed.
In 2009, renovations to the college began, at which 

time we had to clean out the 4th floor music library and 
relocate it out of the construction zone. We also moved 
our rehearsals to St. Dominic School in Humboldt. The 
renovations were complete in 2011. Through the 
generosity of St. Peter’s College, we have a home once 
again, now on the fourth floor of the building. Our growing 
music library is on the second floor. 

In the Spring of 2012, Maxine commissioned 
composer Dr. Larry Nickel, from Vancouver, to arrange a 
song for St. Peter’s Chorus. She chose Clary Croft’s song 
Still The Song Lives On.

Throughout the past 50 years, well over 500 singers have been part of St. 
Peter’s Chorus!
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